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At 3:10 p m. on Malch 4, 1960
- @ French munitions ship blew up.
~in Havana harbor, killing at least
: 75 people and ‘imnrmg maore than
: 200.
" ‘The vesse] Le Couvre, exploded dul-‘E
JIng the unloadmg of 76, tons of ammu=" .
‘nition and grenades intended for. Fidel
i fCastxos military and pohce forces. Cas-
- itro suspected sabotage, bt couldn’t’
‘prove it. The United States demed any_'
i . involvement in the incident. i

i A former CIA agent told The ’\Iew<'
f ‘recently that Le Couvxe was sabotaged
by “CIA frogmen.’ He said an under-
“water demolition team slipped into the:
‘water at night and attached a bomb to
‘ “the ship’s hull, under the waterline. The,
! - bomb, a detonator and & tnnmg device:
i were in a wa tez'proof container, he said.’

: The ex-agent added that.-the frog-'
“men were Cubans working for the CIA.:

“It- -was definitely  a CIA connected
B thing,” he said. e
: - Another source said’ the ‘bomb was‘;A

supposed to go off around 3-a.m., when !
the waterfront was descrted, but’ some- !
4 thing went wrong with tbe timer and-
the blast came 12 hours later, when the '
- area was crowded mm dock \»orkerb’
i zmd havbor traffie, :
: Still another source, fou.wL]y con-:
- .‘c___‘-.__,g__» S

ne",t@;‘,xm_,‘r the CIA and othn mtnlh
; ‘gence agencies in the Caribbhean area,
ol blamed the big blast on Gen. Rafael .
Trujillo, then dictator of the: Domxmwnf
Repubhc A
“. Trupillo and hla sinister intell wencef
-chief, Johnuy Abbes, had many confer-:
ences  with CIA.  officials and secret’
-agents.” On one “occasion in 1960,
.[‘Lu31110 offered CIA agents Frank Stur-
gis and Pedrc Diaz Lunz, former chief
‘of Castro’s Air Force, $1 million to lead’
an invasion of Cuba, from the Domini-,
czm Republic. Diaz Lanz declined, tell--
ing h!» CIA bosses that he didn’t want
to work for ano*‘\er dictator. . ¢

g Plotfing fo kili Trejifio

While in the Dominican Repulx‘)c to
B confer "with Trujillo in 1961, Sturgis
! also contacted Dowdnican nllua)y offi-

T .
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cq v‘*o were pletting to kill Trujillo.
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“The guns arrlved in bo‘ces rs.&..t__o..a
sumet 4in Ciudad Trujille (the Do-
minican ~capital, now called Santo
Doiningo),” said ‘Frank Nelson, an
American who worked with Trujillo in a
plot to overthrow Castro. “The Domini--

‘can officers didn’t nced the guns. They-

already had enough stuff for a war.-

"They ‘needed the moral support of the

U.S. government, and this was repre--
sented by the arms shipments.” -

The  rebel officers - assassinated

'Trujxllo on May 80, 1961, Whether they .
‘wsed the CIA “guns has not’ hoen s

closed. But similar weapons figured in
subsequent attempts to exterminate
Francois (Papa Doc) Duvahel, the voo-

doo Hitler of Haiti.

On .the night of Aug. 26, 1963, 8
converted B- 2’ bomber left F1011<4'L/w1th

~an arms shipment for Gen. Leoy. Can-’

tava, a former Hmtmx\ﬁrl‘@r"ﬂf
€F"Who was -planning to invade his
-homeland from the Dominican P_pu\"hc
which shares the island of Tnspamol?
with Haiti, The CIA plane swooped over
a__flare- lit field " near the Dommlccm
m)htaly airport of Dajabon.

Wooden crates rained down on, pa;a-
chutes. They -~

bazookas, M-1 rifles,  .30-caliber ma-

- b
chineguns, M-3 tommyguns, .45- cahbeﬁECLlL‘o w- Sy
" pistols, grenades and ammunition. - =220

The weapons were distrinited amo*xo
210 Haitian exiles who comprise d
‘Cantava’s invasion army. They eressed

the Massacre River, borderline between '
. the Dominican Republic and Haiti, ou

the night of Sept, 22. Late the follow-

ing day after a b! ood} battle with Hal-‘_
d tl ;

tl’m*‘“mnﬂ Cantav:

‘of_his rehel band b
{0 their Dominican \anctualy

A weck later, a small group of Hai-

tian refugees entered a U.S. Army Spe-’

cizl forces camp in North Carolina for -

training in guerrilla warfarve. Most of
the Baitians were in their early 20s and
had attended college in the United
States after service in the U.S. Army

or Air Force. All of them lived in New

York City.

-They had been Imml *\m\cd by the
CIA for what became one of the brav- °

est and mest pitiful invasions in the-
hzstoxy of Caribbean cavnage, :

The invasion ferce eonsisted of only
18 men, eight of whom had heen trained
by the Glcen Rerets. They belouged to
anwaati.Davalier  group alle(‘ Jeune

Haiti (Young Hait 1) Nearly“ali~§ithe

‘contained mortarsf3is
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unlucky !3 were the sons  of Haitian
‘military officers or officials™Who ~ Fad
l—been killed by Duvahe}l s thugs. -

The leader, Gusle! Villedvouin, was &
former U.S. airman whoss lcmer, Hai- .
tian Army Col. Roger Villadrouin, was
clubbed to.death by Papa Doc’s Tonton

Macoute;

"They chartered a hoat in Flo*!m. and
landed in Haiti on Aug. 5, 1054

Ang a variety of weapons supplied by
©“CIA agents, Although the invasion was
idoomed to failure before it began, the
13 young New Yorkers managed to hold

off hundreds of Duvalier 'soldiers, mili-
tiamen and Tonton Macoutes. .
., They were killed one Dby one, and
those who' were left kept fxbuuro. The
last .three invaders ran out of ammuni-
tion on Oct. 26, then threw stones af,

é /l:}? W who gvnml them down, ‘TR
hédadslo??all 13 were cut Ofl. amlnchnf
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